
Covid-19 Statement: Friday 17th July 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 

Day drawing near. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

As a church, we have always placed a high value on meeting together on a Sunday morning for 
worship, prayer, breaking of bread, teaching and fellowship with one another. Until lockdown hit 
as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic in March, we would not have dreamt of cancelling our 
Sunday celebrations, but the world has changed and it has been necessary to move our Sunday 
services and other weekly activities online. We are grateful for the Internet and social media 
which have made it possible for us to provide ‘online church’ through Facebook and Zoom but as 
restrictions begin to lift and places of worship are starting to reopen, we want to cautiously 
move towards our goal of being able to meet together in person again.  

Of course, since the beginning of this year we have been meeting at Lamb House (the Haywards 
Heath Age UK Centre) for our Sunday celebrations; this is not a venue that is available to us at 
this point as it is a public hall for hire rather than what the government would describe as a 
place of worship. That means that we are left with our premises at Eastern Road where we can 
hold services, but we have chosen not to do so for the time being for the following reasons:  

1. The size of the hall and the need to adhere to government guidelines on social distancing 
means that it would be very difficult to include more than approximately 15-20 attendees 
at a gathering, including those who would be there to lead the celebration. 

2. The restrictions that remain in place would prevent us from being able to engage in sung 
worship, share communion, serve refreshments or fellowship together after the meeting.  

3. Holding such limited meetings would still require the premises to go through a deep clean 
after each gathering which would have a cost factor attached.  

We feel that any gathering that we could run in line with government guidelines at this time 
would still be so restricted and so alien compared to what we are used to that it would not be 
worth the effort and financial implications involved to make it happen. Consequently, we intend 
to continue with our ‘online church’ meetings on Sundays for the foreseeable future until 
further restrictions are lifted that make our meeting together in person more viable. As such, 
we will continue to pre-record worship which will be posted on to our Facebook page at 10am 
on Sundays, followed by a live-streamed message at 11am and a ‘Coffee and Chat’ meeting on 
Zoom for those who would like to catch up with other members of the church family afterwards.  

Whilst we are not yet able to meet together in person for our Sunday gatherings, the gradual 
lifting of restrictions does provide us with an opportunity to begin fellowshipping together once 
again.  

- Weather permitting, life groups can meet together outside in a garden or public outside 
space. For larger groups (ie. more than six), it may be necessary to split into two or three 
smaller groups in order to comply with government guidelines 

- Members of two households are now allowed to meet together indoors if adhering to 
social distancing. In light of this, you might want to consider meeting up with members of 
another household to watch our online church celebrations together  



As restrictions continue to lift, we look forward to the possibility of being able to do more 
together, for example meeting together as a church outside for a picnic or life groups being able 
to meet together indoors.  

As an eldership team, we will continue to monitor what we can and cannot do and will update 
this statement further as necessary. In the meantime, we encourage you to stay safe, stay 
connected with each other as much as possible, keep pressing into God who is not restricted or 
limited in any way by this virus and stay alert to every opportunity you might have to share the 
love and good news of Jesus with others!  

For more information about current government guidelines, see https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-
can-and-cant-do#vulnerable-groups-shielding-70-year-olds-and-over-and-care-homes
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